
er Slater Dawn Walker   
med that your Walkathon 
t towards Greater Slater! 

ve also filled out forms 
r efforts you can contribute 
r throughout the year. 
uch for that.  I have been 

ndently on this project this 
year, so am a little delayed in getting back 
to some of you who have suggested inter-

ome of you have 
, etc. activities all 
! 

eeks I will send out 
me of you who made 
our forms.  In gen-
at the lunch hours are 
is year (with hired 

assistance) so we may be asking some of 
you to help out in other areas like class-
room tutoring, library, etc.  Several teach-
ers have put in their specific requests and I 
will be contacting some of you about 
those. 
 
Out of the entire PACT family, I have 
found about 32 forms returned.  Please fill 
one out if you haven’t done so.  If you 
need another form, I’ll put some blank 
ones in the office available from Lanita.  I 
would appreciate getting a form from eve-
ryone in the PACT family so I can let 
Nicki know where we stand on this. 
 
Thanks again for all your efforts on behalf 
of Slater School!  It is so important the en-
tire Slater community work together to 
make the school year a success. 
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This area is reserved for the work of the children in PACT.  If your child has 
work they would like to contribute, please let Trish Morgan know 

(trish.morgan@comcast.net or 650-964-6820) 

I know it seems like the Walkathon is a 
distant memory, but not to the Walkathon 
committee.   We have been counting spon-
sor money, reminding people to pick up si-
lent auction items and turn in sponsor 
money, reading Walkathon questionnaires, 
and finishing handing out the raffle items.  
 But now we are done.   (Although if you 
have not turned in your sponsor money, 
please feel free to bring it in.   We will 
keep accepting that.) 
  
At this time, I wanted to give the Slater 
Community a final update of how we did 
financially and what changes the question-
naires came up with. 
  
When we add up all the food sales, carni-
val game tickets, photo booth, silent auc-
tion, raffle tickets, T-shirts, and Walkathon 

sponsor money, we brought in about 
$21,500. 
 
Combining everything we had to spend 
money on, including T-shirts, food, 
decorations, Polaroid film, carnival and 
lap prizes, we spent less than $ 4,000, 
which is absolutely amazing.  Our 2004 
Walkathon profited over $17,500.  
    
This money will be used by the Slater 
PTA for all our children.   Some of the 
items that PTA pays for include:  Sci-
ence camps, CHAC supplies, CSMA art 
and music, field trips, PE equipment, 5th 
grade graduation, Science fair, garden, 
Egan Scholarships, beautification, End 
of the year BBQ, emergency supplies, 
plus more. 
 
 
Room 24 
 
It¹s been a roc
for the childre
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Rocks and mi
taken over the
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fourth grade t
learned throug
tivities.  
 
Among them 
composition a
a rap song, cla
trips to Steven
local rock sto
mentary and m
ies, using form
structure to w
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d paragraph 
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eaking (yes, 
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process. 
 
Many thanks to the following par-
ents: Julie Perry, Andy Muonio, 
LaQuisha Beckum, Gloria Hig-
gins, Janice Densmore, Helen 
Choy, Connie Tom, Janice Soder-
berg, Sara Sazegari and Sandy 
Bartlett. 

 
 
Printing of this newslett
provided by Prodigy Pres
Alto.  We thank them for
support! 
 

PACT Student Work 
Bonnie Malouf

ouple of months 
 room 24. Liter-

ls seem to have 
ssroom. In a 
tudy of this 

, we have 
variety of ac-

their composition, “reciprocal 
reading” (CELL strategy) of re-
lated books, math word problems 
involving Mount Rushmore and 
the Grand Canyon, hands-on clas-
sification using streak tests and 
the Mohr’s Scale of Hardness, 
erosion experiments in the garden, 
acrylic paintings on canvas, and, 
finally, polishing of a personal 

The PACT Newsletter is p
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Mrs. Jensen’s lass is brigh
ing like a crisp fall day!  W
current science unit, so far
plored how to easure the
and the wind, a d have bee
track of the da y weather on our 
weather calend r.  In Janu
ruary we’ll be ooking mo
how it can affe t the weath
 
The 100 Book hallenge a
Book Bag prog ams have 
nest.  We go to the library
day and are on he road to 
all these activi es. The 10
lenge is a daily commitme
to listen to thei  children r
leveled for rea ing ability 
every night, an  parents li

 
Room 3 

The children in S e Lampkin
have been busy, usy, in thes
couple of months   They con
work on their nu ber and m
in hands-on ways  using bea
with opposing co ors on each
to shake (like jac s), and the
addition and sub ction equa
based upon  outc mes.  The 
have even begun to notice which com-
binations come up most frequently. 
  
The children have also been working 
on their writing and phomenic skills in 
their Kidwriting activities.  The kinders 
are beginning to recognize and record 
the sounds that they are hearing in the 
words they chose to express th
thoughts.  The first graders are
ing more confident in their wr
are really putting a good deal o

after learning about how plants, soil, 
weather, birds,and critters all work to-
gether to make a happy, healthy grow-
ing garden, each of the kids chose thei-
rown "pet plant."  They chose from a 
range of season-appropriate vegetables 
(for us to enjoy in afuture cooking ses-
sion) and flowering plants (for hum-

  Each 
en beds 
arned 
nted their 
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The garden remains exciting.  The Lit-

 
Room 6 
 

with an early example set by the Na-
tive American Indians in the 1500s.  
The children learned how the Iro-class to create and enjoy a g 

abide by the laws they approved.  
Students are learning that these ex-
amples were some of the many that 
influenced our early American fa-
thers when they established the gov-
erning guidelines of our country.  
Mrs. Ross has now begun to focus on 

e of American govern-
ocratic form with checks 

es among the three 
What great stuff! 

 imagine, our early 
istory properly lends it-
dy on immigration as 
iscussion of why people 
ent times and cultures 

have made America their dream and 
their destination.  It was a perfect op-
portunity to highlight the cultural di-
versity of Room 8 itself as a beautiful 
example of the American identity.  
Thanksgiving was a great holiday to 
circulate upon the theme of coming 
to a new land, and the children em-
barked on a study of Pilgrim life 
from the perspective of pilgrim chil-
dren.  It has been a rich experience 
and one that sparks conversations at 
home as they bring all their new-
found knowledge to bear, reminding 
us parents too, of our unique heri-
tage. 

eral children rushed over to the planters 
holding new grass.  Harry Bratt (Rachel's 
dad) was pointing out how the grass was 
growing towards it's  available light 
source.  The children were truly excited 
to witness this. 
  
...Just a few of the on-going activities 
happening in room
learning to life for
wonderful holiday
 

Classr om Classroom News

eir families and fellow 
later to determine what 

ould be in a park.  After 
e data, each team started 
eir park portion.  Using 
nd transferring their 
k measurements from me-

ters to smaller units, they layed out 
their designs.  The kids are now in the 
process of building the models.   
 
Throughout this project the kids have 
had to collaborate – to design an attrac-
tive and useful park and to ensure each 
section will fit well together.  When 

, the kids will make a presenta-
 only to their parents but hope-
 a Mountain View Park Planner 
  They’ll finish up the project 
ieldtrip to downtown Mountain 

what ‘real’ engineering teams experi-
ence.  The kids learned about the 
main stages of an engineering project 
(conception, design, building scale 
models, presentation, building the 
project).   
 
They were divided into teams and 

View focusing on the ‘historic’ sec-
tions as well as a visit to City Hall 
and the Planning office.    
 
As for the other parts of the school 
week, the kids are really enjoying 
their literature circles – the “Fudge” 
series and The BFG are quite a hit!  
For science they have been studying 
sound.  As part of this unit, the kids 
saw the Lincoln Center Afro-Latin 
Jazz Orchestra at Stanford.  Not only 
was it a great concert, but the chil-
dren got to investigate how the size 
and shape of instruments affect the 
pitch and tone.  They capped off their 
time at Stanford with a tour of Hoo-
ver Tower.  
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each team became responsible for 
different sections of the park.  As a 
basis for their design, they went to 
Creekside park to note and measure 
the layout and facilities.  They also 
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tences best express their ideas!  As 
these ideas are thier own, their motiva-
tion to write grows and grows! 
  
Another center area that has generated 
much rich hands on learning is the gar-
dening acitivities.  Andy Fenselau 
(Nick's dad,) has been working with the 
children in the garden.  He reports that 

now discussing why so
ing well, why others ar
and why sick plants do
stay alive.  We are also
the bugs and worms an
ecosystems as we main
The children have also
more isolated gardenin
door "nursery."  The ot
ary and Feb-
re at air, and 
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nd The Red 
begun in ear-
 every Tues-
reading with 
0 Book Chal-
nt for parents 
ead.  Books 
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tle Red Hen made he
helped the kids turn 
planted last spring an
fall into pancakes. D
 

Thanksgiving lunch with our parents.  
Broccoli Casserole, Cranberry Relish, 
Fruit Salad, Baked Sweet Potatoes and 
Apples, Corn Bread with Honey Butter, 
and Pumpkin Pie, all made by the kids, 
were on the menu.  Baird Nuckolls 
brought the Turkey and orchestrated 
the arrangements. It was truly some-
thing for which to be thankful. 
 
We so enjoyed our opportunity to go 
and see Seusical the Musical along 
with the other Pact K/1 classes.  Look-
t and shin-
eather is our 

 we’ve ex-
 temperature 
n keeping 

ing down into t
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The kids subseq
their favorite ch
 

 

kids read. 100 books are just the begin-
ning; hopefully every kid will exceed 
the challenge!   
 
We joined with Donna Campbell’s 

 News 
 
n Moranda-Torres 

me plants are do-
e sick, and how 
 what they do to 
 exploring lots of 
d slugs in our little 
tain the beds. 
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Room 12 kids are embarking on a 
very cool project – they’re engaging 
in an engineering project to build a 
scale model of a park.  Under 
Yvonne Wilson’s excellent guidance, 
the kids will complete this multi-
week project simulating much of 
r appearance and 
the wheat that they 
d harvested this 

elicious! 

quoise established the Great Council, 
a forum designed to settle conflicts 
within the five Iroquoise tribes.  
From that they transitioned to the 
Mayflower Compact established in 
1620 and signed by all those aboard 
the Mayflower.  This too was an 
agreement among the first pilgrims to 
establish their own government, vote 
for their own leaders, and write and 

the structur
ment, a dem
and balanc
branches.  
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Room 8 
 

chestra pit to see 
huge highlight. 
ly wrote about 
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Lori Kintz 

Understanding the history and struc-
ture of our government is the current 
social studies goal in Room 8.  Stu-
dents in Mrs. Ross’ class have begun 
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