May/June 2008

PACT School

On the Castro Campus
505 Escuela Avenue
Mountain View, CA
94040
650-526-3590
www.pactschool.net

Principal: Carmen Mizell

In this issue:

Kids Write 2
Teachers &

Classrooms 2-3
Family Spotlight 4
Celebrate Growth 5
PACT Graduates 6
Town Hall Meeting
Update 6
Future Graduates 6
Donations

Thermometer 7
Babysitting

Committee 7
Long &

Winding Road 7
PACT Calendar 8

PACT Connectio

New Arts Focus Class
Baird Nuckolls Pioneers Photography Class with 5 " Graders

Baird Nuckolls designed the curriculum for a new Arts Focus photography
class and then tested it out with Cathy Patterson’s 5t graders. These four
photos are a small sampling of the creative talent that resulted:

Sandy Bartlett
Newsletter Editor
bbart@pacbell.net

Is PACT a School or a Program?
By Sandy Bartlett

I've often been asked, “is PACT a school or a program?” That question doesn’t have an easy an-
swer but here is a bit of PACT history that might help clear up this debate.

On June 4, 2001 the Mountain View School District unanimously approved PACT’s designation as
an alternative school. This meeting is documented in the June 15, 2001 Mountain View Voice arti-
cle which can be found at: www.mv-voice.com/morgue/2001/2001_06_15.pact15.html. PACT does
not, however, have a CDS code which is used as an administrative convenience by the California
Department of Education and the Department of Finance for tracking schools. Therefore we are
not recognized at the state level as a “school” within the Mountain View Whisman School District.
Applying for a CDS code would involve separating all of PACT’s finances from our host campus
and therefore presents some financial concerns for PACT. Also, without a CDS code we cannot
ask the state to disaggregate PACT's test scores from our host campus. The Mountain View-
Whisman School District does not list PACT as a separate school on its web site as it does Bubb,
Castro, Huff, etc.; however, the district web site describes PACT this way, “Castro also offers
PACT, a developmentally based, public school for grades K-5.”

So, should we call ourselves a school? YES! PACT is officially an alternative school that files a
report with the California Department of Education every year. The report presents an overview of
our philosophy, values, goals and accomplishments. Filing this yearly report is a requirement to
maintain our alternative SCHOOL status.




Teacher and Classroom Spotlight

Kids Write

A Poem
By Andrew

Two little fishers,

Went out to the sea,

Their hearts filled with hope,
Their heads filled with glee.

They sat there all day,
And into the night,
But they did not get,
One single bite.

I know the reason,

They didn't get any munches,
The bait that they used,

Was made of school lunches.

Bernadette Ross—Gentle Guidance in a 2"Y/3" Grade

Classroom
By Fran Goodwin

It is not easy to choose adjectives to describe the culture of Room 10. |
started to pick words like safe, passionate, engaged, quiet, loud. Then | be-
gan to think about how future Room 10 families will compare this description
to their own experiences and how alumni of Room 10 will compare my snap-
shot to their years with Bernadette Ross. Both will come up short. I lack the
writing skills to capture the essence of this classroom in a few lines so | de-
cided to pick an example of a typical Room 10 experience. The picture on the
left is a Leprechaun House in the Room 10 garden. Long after St. Patrick’s
Day, our gardening parent (Andy) asked the kids to create small structures
using whatever natural building materials they could find. The children ex-
perimented with sticks, flowers, leaves, dirt, stones and stems and created
their miniature structures. That evening the classroom parents were listening
to heart-felt explanations and stories of these dwellings and bridges during
their family dinner conversations. The next day at school, the children wrote
long, compassionate stories and added some facts and figures about what
they had done with their structures. Bernadette, you see, had picked up on
their excitement and asked them to write about their experiences with the
buildings. The children shared their stories and in doing so, they learned how
differently they each had experienced the same moment. The different expe-
riences enriched the whole class. With Bernadette’s gentle guidance and a
bit of parent inspiration, the Room 10 children are learning to nurture not just
their own learning but also to nurture one another.

Terri Hygate Awarded Scholarship

One of the many ways that Castro PTA participates in the enrichment of
our children's lives is by providing scholarships to teachers. Each

year, the Los Altos Mountain View Council of PTA's, of which our PTA
is a member, awards Egan Scholarships to teachers who wish to further
their education.

Two Castro teachers will be receiving Egan Scholarships this year and
one of them is our very own Terri Hygate.

When asked how Terri would use the scholarship, she replied, “I am using
the scholarship towards the cost of an eight day ‘Making Math Real’ work-
shop, which will help me work with students struggling in math.”

Congratulations to the teachers! Thanks also to all the Castro
PTA members whose membership makes such awards possible!




Teacher and Classroom Spotlight

Cathy Patterson

Parents and Teachers: The Best Partnership There Can Be
by Michelle Yee

Cathy Patterson grew up in Santa Clara. She is adopted, and found her birth family ten years ago. She and her
husband have been married 27 years. Their two children, Alisha and Janci, are in college. Janci is a newlywed and
is completing her Master’s in English at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. She is a teacher and a

writer. She is completing her fifth novel and won the Utah Endowment of the Arts this year for one of her novels,
“Hayley’s Journal.” Alisha is a sophomore and is also an actress. She can currently be seen in a funny musical
with an unusual name at the Douglas Morrison Theater in Hayward. Like her mother and sister, Alisha is also a
teacher. She teaches drama and dance in the Bay Area.

Ms. Patterson has a long history with parent participation schools. Janci and Alisha attended Washington Open
School in Santa Clara, starting when it was still Westwood Open. Twelve years of parenting students in a school
that requires participation gave her, in her own words, “the best training, from some of the best teachers.” She’s
completing her second year teaching at PACT, and cites the participation of parents as one of the best parts of her
job. “The bond that is formed between parent, child, and teacher enables the utmost growth for the stu-

dent. Students know in a concrete way that education is valued.”

Room 17 - 5t Grade
Challenging Herself = Challenging her Students

Cathy Patterson loves a challenge. She challenges herself to improve her teaching by challenging her students to
meet very high standards. “My students own the math class,” she says, speaking of a subject matter she under-
took to improve in herself this year. “They are up at the board and overhead teaching themselves and each

other. It is so exciting,” she says. How does she instill such confidence and skill in her students? “| worked very
hard to become a better math teacher.” Her students learn from Ms. Patterson, then challenge themselves to ex-
plain their thinking to the class and to other students. A true assessment of learning is the ability to teach another.

Another improvement goal Ms. Patterson set for herself was to teach every science experiment this year. She’s
met that goal already. “I feel proud that we've worked on every standard in the fifth grade curriculum, and had a
great time doing it.”

Reflecting on the year so far, Ms. Patterson cites field trips as another important mode for learning. “We went on
many field trips this year, but the Body Worlds Exhibit at the Tech Museum in San Jose was the highlight. The
Body Worlds Exhibit offered a first-hand lesson on anatomy, physiology, and health by displaying more than 200
real human bodies and organs. The next field trip, a Civil War Reenactment, will bring action and excitement to the
historical stories the students are learning.

Ms. Patterson takes on physical challenges, as well, in order to inspire her students. “| have had to push myself
beyond my comfort zone many time,” she explains. “I am not good with heights, but | was hoisted up in the Bo-
sun’s chair at Age of Sail last year, and allowed my students to have that moment. | grow as much each year as
my students do."



PACT Family Spotlight

The Strauss/Gershberg Family
By Felicia Gershberg

Over the past few months, we have been slowly letting people know that we won'’t be back at
PACT next year. It came as a surprise to us. We started this year thinking that it would be our
3“of 6 years at PACT, having started when my older was in 3 rd grade and my younger son
was in kindergarten, but, in February it became clear that despite our love of PACT and the
best efforts of his teacher, my son’s needs couldn’t be fully met here. He moved to a small
private school. So, when my other son finishes 5" grade in June, we will be moving on.

When | told one friend, she said, “l can’t imagine PACT without you!” Of course, PACT got
along quite well for 10 or so years before we came, and it will get along quite well after we
leave, but it is hard to imagine us without PACT. PACT has not just been a school for our kids,
it has been a community for our family.

We came to PACT after 3 years at our neighborhood school, which has an active volunteer base and community spirit, but we didn’t

make the kind of connections there that we have made at PACT. At PACT, we found all kinds of people, but there is a common spirit
of involvement in our children’s education that drew us all here, creating a community that is at once diverse and like-minded.

There are so many memories from the past 3 years—the Saturday that we were checking out the Slater playground and classrooms,
when Stan Adermann opened his door and invited us in to look around; the classroom tour when then-kindergartner Grace explained
all about the 100-book challenge; the Market Day when Liza Levin shared a handful of beads so that my son, then in preschool, could
join in the activities. | was astonished when PACT teachers showed up at park days that summer and, during the school year, at
every after-hours meeting and social event. | only later came to fully appreciate how special the PACT teachers are, that this is far
from just a job for them — they are the anchors of our community.

| don’t have enough space here to reminisce about all of the special learning experiences and community events that have made our
time at PACT so special — field trips, cooking projects, teaching about our family holidays, performances, parties, and, of course, the
day -to-day helping in the classroom, W|tnessmg and participating in the miracle of learning, from the steady progress of a klndergart-
ner’s kid-writing to the day a 5" grader in my math group turned to me and said, “I learned something new today!” The memories are
so vibrant, evidence that the PACT philosophy really does make for more solid learning, for the parents as much as for the students.

Our kids have learned and grown so much over the past 3 years, and our whole family has gained from our experience at PACT. We
are leaving the PACT school, but | hope that we are not leaving the PACT community. We’re only an email or phone call away —
keep in touch!

The Eastham Family

By Dave Eastham

We are new to PACT this year...and thrilled to be a part of the family. We joined PACT this year when my daughter started kindergarten
in Roomm 34 with Ms Malouf. We also have a 4-year-old son. We the parents, Kathy and Dave, met in medical school in New Orleans.
Dave joined the Air Force to pay for medical school and was taking care of soldiers in the Middle East as recently as two years ago. He
developed an interest in cancer treatment and followed his heart to a residency at Stanford in Radiation Oncology—when he finishes he
will work several years at a military hospital. Kathy is a pediatrician at Palo Alto Medical Foundation's Urgent Care Clinic where she
works part-time. She enjoys art, reading, and travel. We are both looking forward to helping with PACT activities related to anatomy,
health, and medicine.

As a new PACT family we have all learned and enjoyed this year. We’ve enjoyed activities like nature walks, a trip to the bakery (with
free samples), and doing art projects surrounded by awesome kids, parents, and teachers. The greatness of PACT for us is that our
kindergartner has learned not just textbook facts but she has grown from the tactile, activity-based approach that engages her imagina-
tion more fully than any traditional curriculum ever could. She came home the other day and started drawing pictures of the Rodin
sculptures she had seen at the Cantor Arts Center. Some evenings she writes stories about animals and bugs she has seen at school
that day. School inspired conversations and explorations continue over dinner and through the weekends. When inevitable conflict
arises, my daughter has learned that in PACT, as in life, she must find real functional solutions. We are so fortunate to have gentle and
wise PACT teachers like Bonnie Malouf who guide us in teaching our children to solve problems. PACT has nurtured our child’s natural
inclination to grow rather than defining critical growth strictly in terms of artificial timetables and test scores.

As new PACT parents we revel in how many skills and gifts the PACT community of parents and teachers has. Raising a curious, criti-
cally thinking, compassionate child clearly works best with a committed community working together. The many volunteers who pas-
sionately teach gardening, reading, sewing, painting, and so many other creative processes inspire our whole family. My daughter sees
that successful adults come in many flavors; some are quiet, stern, funny, and together they may make her feel more comfortable with
her own interests and personality. As we freely share of ourselves we all grow and have a communal resource greater than anyone
could have imagined (and even greater than the most expensive private school, we think). We are truly fortunate to be a part of the
PACT community and thankful to share this education with all of you.

\ ?‘Q\ oy




Parent Education Corner
By Kale Wilmoth

Celebrate Growth

As we look back on the 2007-2008 school year, it's easy to see how our children have grown physically and maybe
even academically. It's sometimes harder to see the changes in emotional or developmental growth. Since PACT
is about the development of your whole child, the Parent Ed committee would like to encourage you to celebrate
your child’s accomplishments and struggles in all areas of growth.

What is your daughter or son most proud of this year? Is it the second grader’s new front teeth? Is it the fifth
grader’s new photography skills? Did your child learn to ride a bike, accomplish a new swim stroke, or how to do
long division? Did your son or daughter learn how to read? Did your child make and keep a good friendship the
whole year? Did she encounter and learn how to deal with a bullying situation? Did he learn how to make a clay-
mation movie?

This is also a great opportunity to talk about what didn’t work so well this year that might lead to new strategies or
create the safe space for your child to vent some frustrations and discuss his/her personal values and ethics.

Whatever his or her accomplishments and struggles, we hope you find a way to celebrate your child’s growth as
this year draws to a close. Whether it’s a letter for a time capsule, a scrapbook, or your own unique family celebra-
tion, you have a great opportunity to help your children develop self awareness and appreciation for her/his own
learning style and even set some new goals for the summer.

How will you spend your summer? Goal setting can make an enjoyable activity even more valuable by showing us
how we can be successful. So, what will you accomplish this summer?
* Learning how to use a sewing machine

» Working up to a challenging hike

» Trying out bike safety skills

» Training for a family bike ride

» Planting/tending a garden

* Building a web page

» Developing a new craft (knitting, origami, scrapbooking...)

* Mastering a "grown-up" game like chess or scrabble

» Learning to cook a new dish

» Volunteering for the community

» Setting a new personal best record in running or jumping...

Learning is not a spectator sport.  Anonymous



Where Have The PACT Graduates Gone?

By Lisa Salinero

“Once a PACT family, always a PACT family,” | heard myself tell-
ing another mom as we parted company. After a chance meeting
in the grocery store, we’'d spent the last ten minutes chatting about
how quickly our children were growing up. Although we had not
really known each another during her one year in PACT, it was
clear she still felt a strong and positive connection to PACT and its
community. On my way home, | thought about all the wonderful
experiences my family enjoyed during our eight years at Slater and
the lasting ties we formed to the PACT community. Perhaps it
wasn’t really so surprising, | decided, that this mom and | felt like
friends even though we barely recognized each other. So wonder-
ful is the PACT school that one cannot help but feel a common
bond with anyone who has been a part of it.

My husband David and | have always been glad we enrolled our
children, in PACT through all their elementary school years. My
son didn’t have to think long when | asked him to tell me about his
favorite PACT memory. He said it had to be the hours he spent in
Arts Focus clay class creating just about anything he could dream
of... slip and score, slip and score. My daughter grinned as she
recalled her overnight stay on the tall ship Balclutha when they
held Bonnie Malouf aloft in the boson’s chair until she agreed to
give them extra recess. How fitting that they chose an Arts Focus
class and a field trip, two activities made possible through a magi-
cal combination of PACT parents, children, and teachers.

Now nearly six feet tall, my son is enjoying his freshman year at
Mountain View High School where his favorite subjects are jazz
band (he plays the alto sax) and chemistry. While Japanese pop
culture, video games, techno music, and tuner cars occupy his
teenage mind, he still finds time to play soccer in the spring and
fall. My daughter, a seventh-grader at Graham Middle School, is
enjoying her science class so much this year (especially the sheep
eye, pig heart, and chicken wing dissections) that she’s decided to
become a physician. Thank goodness med school is years away,
and you can still find her up on our almond tree reading a good
book or in the garage hammering away at her latest woodworking
project.

“If you could take one thing from PACT and add it to your school
today, what would it be?” | asked, expecting my children to say
Arts Focus or more field trips. But instead they both replied they
missed the other PACT kids and how nicely everyone treated each
other. Yes, they missed the PACT community; they missed aII60f
you.

Town Hall Meeting Update
By Tracy Wingrove

On Wednesday, April 9, more than 50 PACT
parents gathered to discuss whether PACT
should pursue becoming a K-8 school. After dis-
cussing the pros and cons of a K-8 school, the
group decided to continue to pursue becoming a
K-8 school and to include the pursuit in our 5-
year plan that we are presenting to the district.

One of our guests at the meeting, Carmen
Mizell, updated us on space issues at Castro.
She reported that she and the teachers met
recently to discuss growth. It was acknowledged
that there is not space for three programs at
Castro, and that one program will be moving to a
different site in the 2009-2010 school year. As of
right now, we don't know which program will
move or where the site will be, but further meet-
ings will take place soon. Carmen will be asking
for parent input as well.

We also touched on what it means to be a char-
ter school and whether being a charter school
would provide PACT with any advantages. At
this point, the group didn't see any advantages
in PACT pursing charter school status.

Thank you to everyone who attended and a
special thank you to Nieves Diaz who stepped in
to provide translation at the last minute!

Future PACT Graduates

Stephanie & John and big brothers celebrate the
birth of
Alexander born on 20th March.

And in late breaking news:
Aksel was born around 8am
On Sunday May 18.
Congratulations to
Stan and Charlotte!

Welcome to our community
Alexander and Aksel!!!




PACT Donations—Let’s Make 100%!

Field trips, science projects, arts focus sup-
plies, plants for the garden...where do the
funds for all these things come from? Your
PACT donations! PACT relies on the dona-
tions each of us makes to run all the pro-
grams we love. The suggested donation for
PACT participants is $200 per child, but
more importantly, PACT strives for 100%
participation in our fund -raising efforts at
whatever level each family can a f-

ford. Please make a donation today, and if
your family can donate more than the sug-
gested amount, please consider doing so to
help keep our programs running.

PACT Donations Thermometer
Contributions received for 78% of
PACT students as of April 08

| To Make Your 2007-08 PACT Donation

I Detach this form and enclose it in an envelope with cash or a

check made out to OPACTO. Mark ODONATIONO on the enve-
| lope, and put it in the TreasurerQs folder in the PACT file box in
| the Castro School Office.
I
| O My annual PACT donation for 2007-08 in the amount of $
lis enclosed (suggested amount is $200 per child; any amount,
I more or less, is welcome). Don't forget to ask your employer to

: match the donation!

IOR

: [0 1 will make a donation of $ per month for 10 months; the

| first payment is enclosed.

I
| O 1 will make an additional donation of $ to support PACT’s

| Arts Focus program.

Name(s) of child(ren) in PACT:

Questions can be sent to our PACT Treasurer Rina Lee at
rinaylee@yahoo.com.
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Hats off to Kismet Coons for Running the
Babysitting Committee This Year!

Kismet and her fabulous team have done a wonderful job
of keeping our children safe, happy and occupied with
creative projects so that we could attend our classroom
and general meetings. Babysitting ran very smoothly
because of Kismet's energy and commitment and be-
cause of her great team of helpers. Many thanks go out
to Kismet Coons, Jeanne Desai, Nozomi Bedford, Kim
Ahmad, Becky Mallison, Rosalinda Lucero and Theresa
Lester.

A Long and Winding Road
By Sandy Bartlett

Take a deep breath—we are ending our journey down
the 2007-2008 school-year-path. It might feel like we
have traveled a million miles together this year and we
really have. Our children have finished a full year at
PACT and have grown in so many ways, and so have
we. Take a moment to reflect on all of the things that
we have learned this year. | know that you will have a
made a new friend. You will have fallen down and
failed—taking a lesson from your mistakes. And you
will have challenged yourself and succeeded. We
have come together this year, as teachers and par-
ents, to help educate this group of children with very
specific educational goals in mind. We have traveled a
long and winding road together. And we all have
surely learned something new!

Here are a few special memories from the year:

Jamie:

We held a classroom meeting/Penguin night where
the students showcased and taught their parents all
that they had learned in our integrated unit on Pen-
guins. They sang songs, performed a Reader's Thea-
tre piece called "The Little Penguin" and they play ed
wonderful math games with their parents. Walking
around, | felt so proud to be in PACT because | saw
the joy of learning being reflected in everyone's eyes.
My students were teachers and the parents were stu-
dents and that night truly helped the students become
leaders who took ahold of their education!

Iris:

This is our first year in PACT and | wanted to say
that Yuval had a great year and it's all thanks to Ms.
McCleary. Yuval loves her so much that she writes
her love letters and talks about how different and
wonderful teacher she is as opposed to her previous
teachers from Israel. | think that the kids were very
fortunate to have such a teacher, Thank You Jamie !!

Sophia:

My best memory of this past year at PACT is the tile
cards. Tile cards is how we learn Math (subtraction
and addition) in the class and if you finish all of them
you get a certificate of accomplished. | love Miss
Youngs because she is very nice and silly too.



PACT Calendar

Sun Mon

MAY 19

18  3:30-5pm
Advisory Meeting
Room 17

25 26
Memorial Day
NO SCHOOL

JUNE 2

1

8 9

Tues
20

27

Staff Develo p-
ment Day
NO SCHOOL

3

10

Wed Thurs
21 22
28 29
6-8pm
Open House
4 5

Market Day

11 12

5"Grade prom o-
tion

Last day of
school

MINIMUM DAY

May/June

Fri Sat
23 24
30 31
6 7
End 3™ trime s-
ter
MINIMUM DAY
6-8:00PM
Science Fair
13 14

DonOt forget to check the Castro Connection Newsletter, your email groups

and hard copy flyers for calendar updates and additions!



