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Room 6

Classroom News

Kale Wilmoth

“Shwett, shwett,” says the most
popular member of Susan Jensen’s
new class. Abu, the sweet-natured,
gray guinea pig is adored by most, if
not all, of the new kinders and first
graders in Room 6. They have
learned how to care for and feed
Abu, even getting advice from a
self-proclaimed “guinea pig special-
ist” who visited the class, sharing
her love for all that is guinea pig.
Abu especially enjoyed the tips and
tricks she taught the students about
his love of fresh grass and vegeta-
bles. The school reading specialist

joined sharing a special book on
guinea pigs. Students dashed home
the very first week of school begging
their parents to sign up for Abu’s
weekend home visit schedule.

Speaking of schedules, Room 6 has
been busy. The first field trip of the
year took them to a local bookstore,
the Linden Tree, to hear author
Helen Cooper read from her book,
A Pipkin of Pepper, and explain
how she came up with the story and
how the book was created. The tale
of collaboration and willingness to

try something new is right on target
for these students who are leaping
into the world of writing on their own.
Their parents have joined them by at-
tending Susan’s “kidwriting work-
shop” to learn the skills of supporting
new writers in their work.

Next month, the class will venture off
to new territory beginning with the
100 year old Ardenwood Historic
Farm where they will learn more
about animal husbandry, how food
grows, and a little about life in Amer-
ica’s past.

Room 7

Baird Nuckolls

The fourth grade class quickly got
involved in the subject of California
history in preparation for their trip
to Gold Rush Camp at the Coloma
Outdoor Discovery school just three
weeks after school started. Mrs.
Campbell's class and Mrs. Carillo's
4th grade class traveled by bus up
to Coloma for a three-day experi-
ence in living history and nature
appreciation. During their experi-
ences of becoming “Sourdoughs,”
the kids got to pan for gold (which
they said was hard and wet), cook
cornbread, and build a shelter that
was showered with water to see if it
would keep them dry. The kids
loved the hike on the second day,

Page 3

which included a solo section and a
view of the big statue of John Sut-
ter. The first night they attended a
hoe-down and the second night
they enjoyed listening to Kimberly
Shining Star tell Native American
stories and sing-songs, including
stories about a boy and a rattle-
snake, and another one about a cat-
fish and a moose. At night, they
slept in cabins with the parent
chaperones. Big thanks to Gloria
Higgins, Sue Rosen, Jeanne Desai,
Abe Farias, and Buck Beardsley
who accompanied the group as
chaperones.

Back in class, Lit circles have begun

with small groups of 4-6 reading a
chapter book together with an adult
and discussing it. Another fun activ-
ity has been their Theaterworks
classes. Every day for two and a half
weeks they have spent time doing act-
ing exercises and preparing a play
based on the poem “Remember” by
Joy Harjo, which will be presented to
the rest of the school on Nov. 1. They
are making sugar skulls in prepara-
tion for celebrating “Dios de la
Muerta,” the Day of the Dead on Nov.
1st and they are going on a Faultline
Field Trip on Nov. 9 to take an
Earthquake Hike and talk about the
impact of earthquakes on our lives
here in California.
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Classroom News

Room 8

Jean Moranda-Torres

The second and third graders in
Mrs. Ross’ class have been settling
in nicely to the new school year, ac-
tively creating their classroom
community. Along with everyone
getting to know one another better,
a few projects are also defining
these early months.

It’s difficult to miss the three di-
mensional hexagons, squares, and
pyramids hanging from the ceiling
and windowsills. After rolling up
newspapers width and length-wise,
the children were tasked with figur-
ing out how to place the rolls to
make these shapes. Plenty of tape

Room 24

was used to keep the shapes in
place, and the children took pride in
their problem-solving efforts.

The children have also been work-
ing with understanding concepts of
balance, particularly “balance
point” and “counter weight.” The
kids began with a “balance” cat. To
this cardstock cutout, children
would add paper clips to the cat’s
paws, balancing the center of the
cat on their fingertip. From this
they moved to comparing the
weight of various items at school
and around the house to deepen
their understanding of “lighter

than,” “heavier than” and “equal”
weights. Finally, Michelle Perry has
been working with small groups of
children to create a large “nature”
mobile. Michelle and the children
have taken short walks around the
school to find materials from nature
to add and hang from a three-tiered
branch mobile, strung from the ceil-
ing in the classroom. All of the chil-
dren will participate, and everyone so
far has been very excited in it’s evolv-
ing creation.

Just a few of the highlights from room
8!

Susie Carlson

The children, Ms. Malouf, and a
host of parent volunteers have been
all over the map since school
started, creating, experiencing, and
advancing their knowledge of their
world and themselves.

San Jose Museum of Art

The class had a field trip to the San
Jose Museum of Art in September,
where were treated to a docent-
guided tour of the museum, and got
to create their own masterpieces re-
lated to the works they had viewed.
Among the works the children ex-
perienced that day were Dale Chi-
huly’s blown glass chandeliers,
Hung Liu’s painting, Chinese Pro-
file II, and Mildred Howard’s instal-
lation piece, Adobe:Sanctuary for
the Familia(r).

Science Camp
Science Camp, which incorporated
the entire fifth grade, was a major
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bonding experience for our graduat-
ing class, and an opportunity for
children and adults alike to stretch
their limits. A solo night walk (to-
ward a counselor with a candle), a
40’ climbing wall, and cabins with
no electricity all served to push par-
ticipants to learn their limits while
at the same time relying on each
other. The children studied the
flora and fauna of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, electricity, and other
natural forces, and also had an op-
portunity to explore and play on
Seabright Beach in Santa Cruz be-
fore going home.

Math

After a general review, the kids have
moved into studying the parts of a
whole — fractions, decimals, per-
centages, division, etc., using all the
operations. Students are finding
them everywhere, in everyday
items: Can labels, cereal packages,

newspapers, etc. Ask about QDPA!
The Walkathon was another opportu-
nity to make math real. Children
measured their steps, and counted the
number of steps it took to go around
the field, then estimated how many
steps they would take on Walkathon
Day.

Writer’s Workshop

About 45 minutes, three to four times
a week, the kids just WRITE. They
are learning to help their peers, to re-
read for revision, and the importance
of detail in a written work. Their fi-
nal, error-free pieces will eventually
be published. The kids are loving this
process and are very excited when
Writer’s Workshop time comes
around. They are producing all kinds
of creative written works — poetry,
works based on a piece of art of their
own, and a freeze-frame piece about
one moment at Science Camp.
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